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Team Xodus Blog No 4

The final blog from Team Xodus tells of how the team got on in the BG Energy Challenge with all the
thrills and spills along the way...

Stage 1 — A Late Night Drive

After arriving in Bangor and settling in at the University Halls of Residence, the teams were given
their first challenge of the event — the much dreaded mechanical build stage! Each team was required
to build a mechanism that would transport a golf ball under one obstacle, over another obstacle and
finally land in a bucket. The tools provided seemed far too few and primitive, with only some planks of
wood, a saw, some screws, a screwdriver and a piece of string! (There was also a nut and bolt which
we happily ignored as we had no clue what to do with it!)

Chris immediately volunteered to sit out the stage, claiming that he wasn'’t the sharpest tool in the
mechanical shed. So with Greg leading the way, the team got to work quickly to hope to finish within
the 1hr30 time limit.

After a few failed attempts and the clock ticking, our very mechanically unsound contraption somehow
managed to pop the golf ball into the bucket with only 8 minutes to go! There were shouts of joy and
hugs all around and the marshal commented that it was the first ever mechanism he’'d seen that was
designed to collapse — ingenious!
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Stage 2 — Mon-Qil-Poly

The second event of the BGEC was Friday morning in Bedgellert Forest with Mount Snowdon in the
background. The aim of this stage was to mountain bike around the forest visiting three information
points to find out the location of various gas fields, drilling platforms and power plants. To earn the
bonus time you had to collect the complete set of gas fields and then take these to a drilling point for
a further bonus.

We were doing well in this stage for approximately 5 minutes until... we got lost and couldn’t find the
path that we were looking for (it didn’t exist), we nearly went out of bounds (which would have been a
large penalty), Chris went flying over the front of his handlebars and the bike landed on him which
strangely did more damage to the bike than Chris and left him with only 2 gears, and we still couldn’t
find the path (that didn’t exist!).

An hour into the challenge and we had finally found the location of all the check points and were
hoovering up the gas fields as quickly as possible before our 2hr30 time limit was up. Despite arriving
at the finish a bit late and having another brush with an out of bounds area, we ended the stage with
a fairly decent result that kept us firmly in mid table.
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Stage 3 — Canoe Spot the Difference?

We gobbled up a quick picnic lunch before we were put to work again on Stage 3 which tested out
our water skills. The setting was the beautiful Llyn Gwynant and the challenge was to paddle around
the perimeter of the lake, stopping off at 10 picture points. At each point, the team was given two
pictures to memorise and take down notes, before handing it back at the next point in exchange for
another two pictures. The same picture would eventually appear twice with minor differences that the
team had to spot.

The Team Xodus strategy was to put the two antipodeans in the team (Greg and Vanessa) to
paddling work and to use Kayleigh and Chris as the team brain, hoping that all the nights spent in the
pub hadn't affected their ability to memorise too much! Ross was rested on this stage as we weren't
confident that his collar bone was quite ready for an 80 minute paddle!

The team whizzed round the course with ease and even had time to take in the amazing scenery.
Chris and Kayleigh stunned us all with their incredible concentration and answered most of the 55
questions at the finish to end the stage in impressive 10" place, with an overall position of 16™ on the
leader board.
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Stage 4 — Snakes and Leaders

A golf course, a map, a head torch, a leader and night time running; what more do you need on a
Friday night.

Our orders — to run (haphazardly as it turned out) up fairways, across tees, through rough and forest,
avoiding bunkers and greens to arrive at sporadically positioned control points, each with a
designated dice number of 1-6, and all at the behest of our leader. Positioned a respectable 17" in
the order of standings, this was our opportunity to move up the leader board into the top ten surely. A
semi plan was formulated to ensure that we could collect time by cleverly using the ladders and
shakes to land on those squares with bonus time. With the risk of slips, trips and falls of which we
had numerous and out of bounds, poor map reading skills and no flare gun to signal for assistance,
success was hever going to be a foregone conclusion.

We had quite clearly adopted a different strategy to our competitors, our leader sending us vast
distances to remote golf holes and control points in an attempt to ...... tire us out. We later realised
that we were completely lost on the board, finishing on square 62 instead of 47. Square 62 was fact
just 2 points away from square 64 and a 20 minute bonus which was rather infuriating, especially
since we passed a 2 point control on the way back to the start. Our dreams of a top 10 finish were
shattered as we saw ourselves jump immediately into 26th position and mid table obscurity. It was a
great stage however and the strange lights from the hill top golf course must have been quite a sight
for the Bangor residents.
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Stage 5 — Pentago

Team Xodus were excited about stage 5 as it wasn't a further test of our physical condition and Greg
had actually played Pentago before. We were split up into new Pentago teams consisting of members
from other teams so this stage required a lot of communication and teamwork.

Pentago is a bit like the 21 century version of Connect 4 - only a lot more complicated. The two
players take turns placing marbles on a 6 x 6 board, with the aim of getting 5 of their marbles in a
row. It gets complicated as after each turn the player also rotates one quadrant of the board by 90
degrees, allowing more ways of lining up 5 in a row. Definitely a mentally taxing challenge, requiring
chess-grand-master-like concentration and not helped by the tense atmosphere, lots of noise, crowds
of on-lookers, time limits and camera’s in faces.

The Pentago strategy pep-talk however failed to help any of the Xodus team members as we all
managed to lose our individual games! Fortunately Greg managed to guide his team-mates to victory
in their games to win 3 of 4 games (his Pentago team-mates all went on to win their respective
categories of the Energy Challenge — coincidence?).

Board game capability and the ability to remain focussed with a TV camera & light a foot from your
face definitely need to be included in the selection criteria for Team Xodus in future...
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Stage 6 — Grand Prix

After the mental challenge in the morning the last event was mostly physical with a bit of intelligence
thrown in to keep the team on their toes. A purely fastest to finish event with no available bonuses,
just the chance to be thrown in to jail for a set time when you wrongly answered a question (or in our
case didn't even attempt it!).

This stage had its start and finish on a beach in Anglesey with the biking and running taking place
through Newborough Forest. After correctly answering the first question, the team were in a good
position in the field however Question 2 proved more difficult and the team quickly decided not to
even attempt it as it would be quicker to go to jail than to try and solve it! After a couple more stints in
jail at Question Points 3 and 4, the whole team ran across the finish line and enthusiastically popped
open the celebratory bottle of champagne — before taking a cold dip in the Irish Sea!
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The team finished the challenge in an overall place of 26™ out of 44 teams. Although proud of our
bottom half position, we realized it would get us nowhere near the podium at the awards ceremony on
Saturday evening. So much to our surprise (especially the 2 team members who had taken an
untimely toilet break) our name was called for the Energy Institute Communication Award! Apparently
our team blogs and Facebook group efforts got some outside attention!

Many thanks to everyone who has shown us such great support — we truly appreciate it! In the end
we managed to pass the £5000 fundraising target for Sparks and Care International, which goes to

show the generosity from everyone involved.

We hope you have enjoyed hearing about the challenge as much as we enjoyed taking part!

Jason, Chris, Ross, Greg, Vanessa and Kayleigh.
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